
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARCH 511 [5 th year graduate] Spring 09 : stuff-ed / University of Nebraska USA 
 
Recently had the taste for a good pasta dish? Pasta as food - satisfing one of our substantial basic needs: eating.Pasta as food - in basic form being able to be fabricated with local 
ingredients.Pasta as food - providing us with the basic health nutritients.Pasta as an affordable meal.Pasta, because of all of the above, and in addition, being easy to prepare,   (if like in most 
cases partially preabricated) serves as the classical socializing food, as an invitation to gather around.There is an order to pasta: you didn’t cook the pasta and serve it, then go out and buy the 
ingredients!?In this reversed order, buildings these days are being designed and built: an abstract construct until the end of the design, and then materials are applied to it at the very last 
minute.As good pasta has always been tasty, the recent global architectural avant garde shows an increased revival of mono-materialized investigations and re-invents the “stuff” that it is 
materialized through as an essential design determining factor.As opposed to design determing factors, which have been experienced in the previous years, this studio picks up on this 
phenomenen and proposes materiality as a main design driving force as the topic of exploration.For the studio, the analogy of pasta and architecture is an abstract vehicle to explore the aspect 
of the cultivation of essentuality, delving into inherent approach of conceptual, developmental and executional consistency in social, cultural, ecological, and economical terms.  

 
The studio title of “stuff” alludes to two hierarchical dimensions, the one of the city and the one of materiality. 

 
In that sense the studio’s approach is to investigate in need-driven “architectural acupuncture,” acting as urban stimulus, as opposed to the purely profit driven “plastic surgery” strategies of the 
most recent past The “stuffing” with a multiplicity of diverse interactions intends to invigorate and strengthen the urban fabric. The other to-be-explored dimension is the 
acupunctural/architectural action itself, in addition to exploring the rediscovery of worldwide architectural avant-garde community, and sharing the importance of “materiality” as a comprehensive 
understanding of both the pragmatics and poetics of physicality - in opposition to the simple choice of “material” as an un-reflected action. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
research phases Lincoln vintage / “walkitecture” + diagramming    and collaborative downtown Lincoln work study model 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Matt Deboer: phase I postfossil wood-glass alley-slab 
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 Matt’s “Four season on a day” / environdynamic tower 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
Matt`s participatory organic tower 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 

   
final review and exhibit in Pei`s 1976 NBC bank                       report in Lincoln Journal Star 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


